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MICHIGAN READING ASSOCIATION PUBLICATIONS

A New Publication from MRA!
Literacy Assessment - A Position Statement

NEW! Computer Software Program - Dynamic Interactions: Making
Decisions for Literacy Growth - Hypertext-hypermedia program for instructors and inservice leaders designed to stimulate discussion and guide the
development of lesson plans that integrate reading and language arts with
other content areas. Also , models the integration of technology into teacher
education programs. By Dr. Martha E. Irwin and Dr. Anne E. Porter. © 1996,
3.5" Macintosh disks, $12.95.

A Guiding Light- Literacy and the assessment of its achievement are,
arguably, among the most pervasive educational issues of our time, not just in
Michigan , but in the nation at large. Only recently has serious attention been
given to the quality of literacy assessment practices. Students' interest must
be at the heart of the determinations of quality. The MRA Literacy
Assessment - A Position Statement guides teachers, schools and districts
toward quality literacy assessment practices by identifying eleven standards of
literacy assessment.

NEW! Speakers Bureau of Master Teachers - Find speakers for school literacy workshops listed in these pages. This directory offers a description of
programs and contact information for more than 25 presenters throughout our
state. Compiled by the Professional Development Committee of MRA. © 1966,
70 pages, 6x9" ; $7.00.

Literacy Defined- The first standard : "Literacy assessment reflects a true
understanding of what literacy is," must be used in the beginning of any analysis of literacy assessment practices, since literacy is dynamic, not static. The
position statement begins, therefore, with a definition of literacy which reflects
the most recent changes in our society and our understanding of the language
arts. Each teacher, school, and district needs to reflect upon their own literacy
definition and whether existing assessment practices match it.

Literacy Consortium Journal - Collaborative journal by three educational
associations features articles on various literacy issues including research,
current practice, and curriculum. Published by MRA, Michigan Council of
Teachers of English , and the Michigan Association of Speech
Communication . © 1995, 64 pages, 8-1 /2x11 "; $3.00.

A Literacy Assessment System - Literacy Assessment requires as much
care and planning as we have traditionally given to the development of a curriculum . Often literacy assessment that counts is given over to others who are
accepted as assessment experts. Whether the assessments are imposed by
the government or purchased by a district from a commercial testing company, or both, the responsibility in assessment may be seen as complete. Were
it only so easy. While the MRA position statement does not make the job of
building a literacy plan easy (whether at the classroom , school, or district
level), it does make it considerably easier than without the statement. Literacy
assessment needs to be systematic and the position statement provides guidance.

Perspectives on Assessment - Prominent national and regional educators
share theory and current practice on classroom and standardized assessment, what to do before and after the MEAP, using reading/writing portfolios,
and more. Designed to help you make effective instructional decisions. Edited
by Robert Smith , Adjunct Instructor at Michigan State University, and Deanna
Birdyshaw, Curriculum Consultant. © 1992, 219 pages, 6x9", K-12 ; $8.00.
Linking: Developing Strategic Readers and Writers in the Primary
Classroom - Link your classroom experiences to current research and practice. Based on the work of Regie Routman and Marie Clay, topics include
developmental awareness and strategies for reading and writing , plus advice
on various types of assessment. By Michigan Reading Recovery teacher
Stevie Brinkerhoff. © 1993, 77 pages , 8-1/2x11 ", K-4; $8.00.

Classroom, School and District Scenarios - The standards address the
issues of balance, equity, student self-assessment, assessment literacy for
educators and parents, and the purposes of assessment, among others.
While each standard is explained in detail, illustrations through different scenarios are included in the statement in order to bring the standards to life. The
number of scenarios could be endless, but only a few are offered as a beginning of what we hope is an ongoing evolution of this document and the reflections of educators upon literacy assessment practices.

State of Reading Basal Bookmarks - Not just for basals, a must have for
literature and nonfiction . 26 handy reference cards loaded with teaching tips
from Karen Wixson, Scott Paris, Beau Fly Jones, Laura Roehler, and more.
© 1988, 26 4x11" cards, K-12; $4.50.
Content Area Bookmarks - Effective reading strategies at your fingertips .
Just tuck these information-packed cards into your lesson plan books for practical, easy-to-use techniques. © 1991 , 18 4x11 " cards, K-12 ; $6.00

Literacy Assessment - A Position Statement represents the first time the
Michigan Reading Association has taken a public stand on an issue of importance to its membership, and the larger educational and public communities of
Michigan . For it to continue to be a living document, we encourage feedback
and suggestions for changes in the document and its uses.
- Robert Williams, Chair, MRA Literacy Assessment Committee

Order your copy of Literacy Assessment 34 pages, K-12, $4.00

NEW EDITION! Kaleidoscope '96 - Outstanding student writing to share
with your class! This collection of more than 75 prize-winning writings by
Michigan young authors can serve as models to motivate your students.
Edited by Michigan Reading Teacher of the Year 1996 and Christa McAuliffe
Grant Winner Judy O'Brien. © 1996, 45 pages, K-12; $4.00.

A Position Statement now! © 1996,

NEW! Teaching is a Work of Heart - Handy canvas tote bag to carry your
favorite books to work, the library, anywhere you go! 13x15", red design on
off-white background ; $6.00

Please send the following:

Quantity

Price

Subtotal
Shipping and Handling, Add 10%
TOTAL
Make checks payable to:
Michigan Reading Association

5241 Plainfield, N.E.
Suite I, Box 10
Grand Rapids, MI 49505
1-800-MRA-READ
(672-7323)

Sorry, no purchase orders.

Name
Address-------------------------------City, State, Zip Code _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Method of Payment
0 Check
VISA
MasterCard

•
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Card Account Number

Expiration Date

~~' =1===11.___~.___,I .__I.___.___~ [TI/[TI
Signature (Required on all credit card orders)
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Michigan Council of Teachers of English
MCTE is composed of teaching professionals, like yourself, who work in
classrooms just like yours. Whether you face a lively group of kindergartners,
or a room full of preservice teachers, you have colleagues in the Council who
understand the challenges you face and share your concerns about your
students' futures.
This is a time of unprecedented change in education as Michigan schools
enter the 21st century. From classroom practice to teacher training to
statewide curriculum mandates, MCTE can provide you with a window on
your profession and a community of committed professionals with whom you
can share ideas and concerns.
As a member of MCTE you receive the Michigan English Teacher, a
newsletter published five times a year. Through the MET you will learn about
upcoming conferences and special,events, pending legislation, and other news
about teachers successfully meeting the challenges of today's classrooms.
You will also receive the Language Arts Journal of Michigan, a twice-yearly
collection of articles on current practices and concerns in the teaching of the
English language arts. Each issue has articles written by and for elementary,
middle school, high school, and college teachers.
Each fall MCTE sponsors a statewide convention that brings educational
leaders from around the state and nation to Lansing to talk about
professional concerns. This annual conference is a chance for you to gain new
insight on classroom strategies and find out what other teachers around the
state are doing to meet the ever-changing demands on language arts teachers.
MCTE also co-sponsors conferences around the state throughout the year.
Western Michigan, Michigan State University, and Saginaw Valley State
University are the sites of such conferences.
The Michigan Council of Teachers of English
Membership Application
Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Are you an NCTE member?

D Yes D No

Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Mailing Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Telephone Number _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

County _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Name of School _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Telephone Number _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

D Elementary D Middle/Junior High D High School D College/University
Position:

D Teacher D Instructor/Professor D Student D Other
Yearly Membership Dues: $25.00 regular; $15.00 student

Send form and check payable to MCTE to: Ray Lawson, Secretary-Treasurer, MCTE, P.O. Box 1152, Rochester, Michigan 48307
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MCTE Fall Conference

Friday, September 19, 1997
at the Lansing Sheraton

"Teaching with Passion,
Learning with Passion"
keynote speaker:

Tom Romano
teacher and author of
Clearing the Way: Working with Teenage Writers
and
wn·ting with Passion
luncheon speaker:

Chris Crutcher
award-winning author of
Running Loose, The Crazy Horse Electric Game, Stotan, Chinese
Handclfffs, Staying Fatfor Sarah Byrnes, and Ironman
This one-day super conference will be packed with lively, interactive
sessions which will focus on how best practices allow us all to
teach with passion and our students to learn with passion.

For program iTJformation contact:
Diana Mitchell
264 Ruby Way, Williamston, MI 48895 • (517) 655-3749
, For registration iTJformation contact:
Rita Paye
8251 Hillpoint Drive, Brighton, MI 48116 • (810) 231-2259
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